October 20, 2025		VILLAGE OF NEW ATHENS


6:30 p.m. After the Pledge of Allegiance, the regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees was called to order by Mayor Newbold. A roll call was answered aye by Trustees Stoops, Heinecke, Kearns and Fitzgerald. Trustees Feder and Geppert were absent. Also, present were Chris Remick, Superintendent of Public Works, Andy Fauth, Village Treasurer and Tim Buehler, Chief of Police.

VISITORS 
Carol Smith, Linda Locke, Tonya Koles, Donald Amos, Edwin Cockrell, Jr., Janie Behnken, Joe Behnken, Mark Schneidewind, Anita Schneidewind, Mark Schreder, Mary Jo Nuernberger and Ron Locke

Linda Locke asked why there is no longer a telephone call on the first Tuesday of the month to coincide with the testing of the weather siren.

It was noted that St. Clair County now does the siren and there is no longer an ESDA Coordinator to set the telephone system off.

Edwin Cockrell, Jr. thanked the Board for the use of the park for the food truck and movie event. He said he would like to bring a proposal to the Board for doing something in the spring.

READING THE JOURNAL (MINUTES)
The minutes from the October 6, 2025, Regular Board Meeting was presented to the Board for approval. 

A motion was made by Trustee Fitzgerald, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to approve the minutes from the October 6, 2025, Regular Board Meeting, as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

The minutes from the September 22, 2025, Committee of the Whole Meeting was presented to the Board for approval.

A motion was made by Trustee Fitzgerald, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to approve the minutes from the September 22, 2025, Committee of the Whole Meeting. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATION

MAYOR
Mayor Newbold mentioned that the two new office assistants started working last week.

Newbold reminded the Board that the public hearing for the variance request to allow manufactured homes as a permitted use in the Business Zoning Code, will be this Thursday at 5:00 p.m.




VILLAGE CLERK
The Clerk had nothing to report at this time.

TREASURER’S TIME
The Treasurer presented the Board with the September Treasurer’s report.

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Fitzgerald, to approve the September Treasurer’s report. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

The Treasurer presented the Board with the Annual Treasurer’s Report.

A motion was made by Trustee Fitzgerald, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to approve the Annual Treasurer’s Report as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

POLICE CHIEF
Chief Buehler submitted the activity log for the first half of October. 

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND BUILDINGS
Superintendent Remick presented the Board with a public works mutual aid agreement. Trustee Kearns recommended the Board discuss this further at the next Committee of the Whole meeting.

Remick stated that IDOT is releasing some funds to communities. He filled out the paperwork for this a few months ago and was notified that the Village will be awarded up to $450,000. He does not know exactly how much the Village will receive for sure.

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES

STREETS AND ALLEYS
Trustee Kearns inquired about the street light poles in Hidden Lake Subdivision. He said they need to be painted. Remick said he would check with Ameren as those poles are theirs. 

FINANCE AND AUDIT
Nothing to report.

WATER AND SEWER
Chris Remick received a quote from Vandevanter Engineering and Cardinal Pump for the repairs needed for the lift station.

Trustee Kearns recommended the Board discuss this at the next Committee of the Whole meeting.

PERSONNEL
Nothing to report.



PUBLIC PROPERTY AND PARKS
Remick noted that the furnace at the maintenance shed needs replaced. He received a quote from Neal’s Heating and Cooling in the amount of $4,250.00.

A motion was made by Trustee Kearns, seconded by Trustee Fitzgerald to approve the new furnace for the maintenance shed from Neal’s Heating and Cooling in the amount of $4,250.00. A roll call vote was answered aye by all members present.

CEMETERY
Nothing to report.

ORDINANCE
Nothing to report.

IMPROVEMENTS AND GRANTS
Trustee Stoops noted that he is still working on the St. Clair County Park Grant. He also noted that the check from Ameren for the tree project at the school has been received. He will reach out to Joe Andres on this matter.

PUBLIC SAFETY/ADA
Nothing to report.

MARINA
Remick said all the docks have been sold.

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES
Nothing to report.

COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, RESOLUTIONS, ORDERS AND ORDINANCES
Nothing to report.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Nothing to report.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Trustee Fitzgerald, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to adjourn the meeting at 6:51 p.m. A vote was answered aye by all members present.


     Steve Newbold, Village President

Nancy Ritter, Village Clerk

1

