November 3, 2025		VILLAGE OF NEW ATHENS


6:30 p.m. After the Pledge of Allegiance, the regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees was called to order by Mayor Newbold. A roll call was answered aye by Trustees Feder, Stoops, Heinecke, Fitzgerald and Kearns. Trustee Geppert was absent. Also, present were Chris Remick, Superintendent of Public Works and Tim Buehler, Chief of Police.

VISITORS 
Edwin Cockrell, Jr., MaryJo Nuernberger, Jeff Vayette and Beth Vayette.

READING THE JOURNAL (MINUTES)
The minutes from the October 20, 2025, Regular Board Meeting was presented to the Board for approval. 

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Fitzgerald, to approve the minutes from the October 20, 2025, Regular Board Meeting, as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATION

MAYOR
Mayor Newbold wants to go into executive session later in the meeting regarding litigation.

Newbold stated that he would like to reinstate the Zoning Board of Appeals and investigate some community projects.

VILLAGE CLERK
The Clerk stated that CompuType will be coming on November 10th to add more RAM to two of the computers as well as adding Windows 11.

The Clerk also stated that she will do some training with L.O.C.I.S. on November 7th for the direct debit program.

TREASURER’S TIME
The Treasurer was not present.

POLICE CHIEF
Chief Buehler submitted the activity log for October. 

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND BUILDINGS
Superintendent Remick talked to the representative from IPWMAN regarding the public works mutual aid agreement. He stated that the Village would be responsible for the employee’s wages and liable for any incidents. He noted that this agreement is identical to what the police have through ILEAS.

Mayor Newbold suggested this be put on the agenda to vote on at the next regular board meeting.


REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES

STREETS AND ALLEYS
Nothing to report.

FINANCE AND AUDIT
The Audit Committee met prior to this meeting to review the monthly bills.

A motion was made by Trustee Feder, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to approve the monthly bills for payment. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

WATER AND SEWER
The Board had previously discussed the quotes from Vandevanter Engineering and Cardinal Pump for the lift station work. It was recommended to use Vandevanter for this project at a cost of $55,115.00.

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Kearns, to approve the work on the lift station by Vandevanter Engineering in the amount of $55,115.00. A roll call vote was answered aye by all members present.

PERSONNEL
It was requested to go into executive session towards the end of the meeting.

PUBLIC PROPERTY AND PARKS
The Clerk opened the bids for the two properties that were up for bids: 502 S. Johnson St. and 1105 S. Mill St.

There was only one bid per address. The bid for 1105 S. Mill St. was from Dave & Julie Unverferth in the amount of $8,000.00. The bid for 502 S. Johnson St. was from Jeff & Beth Vayette in the amount of $10,001.00. 

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Fitzgerald, to approve the bid from Dave & Julie Unverferth for the property at 1105 S. Mill St. in the amount of $8,000.00. A roll call vote was answered aye by all members present.

A motion was made by Trustee Fitzgerald, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to approve the bid from Jeff & Beth Vayette for the property at 502 S. Johnson St. in the amount of $10,001.00. A roll call vote was answered aye by all members present.

The Clerk will forward this information to the Village Attorney to start the closing process.

CEMETERY
Nothing to report.





ORDINANCE
There was a public hearing on October 23rd with the zoning officer, Van-Lear Eckert, regarding the proposed amendments to Section 26-29 and Section 46-344 of the Zoning Code. Ordinance 2025-12 states the placement/replacement standards for manufactured homes and Ordinance 2025-14 allows for manufactured homes to be a permitted use in the Business Zoning Code.

A motion was made by Trustee Fitzgerald, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to approve Ordinance 2025-12, stating the placement/replacement standards for manufactured homes. A roll call vote was answered aye by all members present.

A motion was made by Trustee Fitzgerald, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to approve Ordinance 2025-14, allowing manufactured homes as a permitted use in the Business Zoning Code. A roll call vote was answered aye by all members present.

IMPROVEMENTS AND GRANTS
Mayor Newbold noted that Brian Karraker has asked for TIF funds to help with a new roof for the school. Once he makes a formal request, we can see what we can contribute.

PUBLIC SAFETY/ADA
Nothing to report.

MARINA
Nothing to report.

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES
Nothing to report.

COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, RESOLUTIONS, ORDERS AND ORDINANCES
Nothing to report.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Mayor Newbold read a ‘thank you’ card from the Boy Scouts for allowing them to use Okaw Valley Park for their campout.

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Feder, to enter executive session at 6:45 p.m. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

The meeting returned to regular session at 7:10 p.m.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Trustee Fitzgerald, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to adjourn the meeting at 7:10 p.m. A vote was answered aye by all members present.


     Steve Newbold, Village President

Nancy Ritter, Village Clerk
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