May 4, 2026		VILLAGE OF NEW ATHENS


6:30 p.m. After the Pledge of Allegiance, the regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees was called to order by Mayor Newbold. A roll call was answered aye by Trustees Stoops, Heinecke, Geppert and Fitzgerald. Trustees Kearns and Feder were absent. Also, present was Tim Buehler, Chief of Police, Don Carroll, Superintendent of Public Works and Edwin Cockrell, Jr., EMA Coordinator.

VISITORS 
Mark Schreder, Katie Main, and Jim Reed.

Katie Main was present requesting to barricade Market St. by St. John’s United Church of Christ, for the farmer’s market. The market is to be held every third Saturday from May until November.

Mayor Newbold stated that we allowed it last year and would continue to do so.

READING THE JOURNAL (MINUTES)
The minutes from the April 20, 2026, Regular Board Meeting was presented to the Board for approval. 

Mayor Newbold suggested a line under the mayor’s report be changed to clarify why the deadline was not met for the Clinton St. waterline.

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to approve the minutes of the April 20, 2026, Regular Board Meeting, with the correction noted by the mayor. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

REPORTS AND COMMUNICATION
MAYOR
Mayor Newbold made the annual mayoral appointments.

He recommended the appointments as follows:

	Village Collector, Nancy Ritter				
	Village Treasurer, Andy Fauth
	Superintendent of Public Works, Don Carroll
	Chief of Police, Tim Buehler
	Village Attorney, Van-Lear Eckert
	Building Commissioner, Don Carroll
	EMA Coordinator, Edwin Cockrell, Jr.

A motion was made by Trustee Fitzgerald, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to appoint Nancy Ritter as Village Collector. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Fitzgerald, to appoint Andy Fauth as Village Treasurer. A vote was answered aye by all members present.



A motion was made by Trustee Heinecke, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to appoint Don Carroll as Superintendent of Public Works. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

A motion was made by Trustee Fitzgerald, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to appoint Tim Buehler as Chief of Police. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Fitzgerald, to appoint Van-Lear Eckert as the Village Attorney. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

A motion was made by Trustee Heinecke, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to appoint Don Carroll as the Building Commissioner. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Fitzgerald, to appoint Edwin Cockrell, Jr. as the EMA Coordinator. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

VILLAGE CLERK
The Clerk had nothing to report.

TREASURER’S TIME
The Treasurer was not present.

POLICE CHIEF
Chief Buehler submitted the activity log for the month of April.

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND BUILDINGS
Superintendent Carroll had nothing to report.

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES

STREETS AND ALLEYS
Nothing to report.

FINANCE AND AUDIT
The Audit Committee met prior to this meeting to review the monthly bills.

A motion was made by Trustee Geppert, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to approve the monthly bills for payment as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

WATER AND SEWER
Nothing to report.

PERSONNEL
Mayor Newbold requests executive session towards the end of the meeting.




PUBLIC PROPERTY AND PARKS
Ed Cockrell, Jr. reminded everyone that the concert in the park event is this weekend.

CEMETERY
Nothing to report.

ORDINANCE
Mayor Newbold suggested the ordinance regarding fences be discussed at the next Committee of the Whole meeting.

IMPROVEMENTS AND GRANTS
Nothing to report.

PUBLIC SAFETY/ADA
Ed Cockrell, Jr. suggested the Board discuss the ESDA ordinance changes at the next Committee of the Whole meeting.

MARINA
Nothing to report.

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES
Nothing to report.

COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, RESOLUTIONS, ORDERS AND ORDINANCES
Nothing to report.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Trustee Geppert advised Don Carroll that the hot water at the Village Hall is not working. Don said he would have it checked out.

A motion was made by Trustee Fitzgerald, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to enter executive session regarding personnel at 6:49 p.m. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

The meeting returned to regular session at 7:11 p.m.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Trustee Fitzgerald, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to adjourn the meeting at 7:11 p.m. A vote was answered aye by all members present.


     Steve Newbold, Village President

Nancy Ritter, Village Clerk
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