September 21, 2026		VILLAGE OF NEW ATHENS


6:30 p.m. After the Pledge of Allegiance, the regular meeting of the Village Board of Trustees was called to order by Mayor Newbold. A roll call was answered aye by Trustees Feder, Stoops, Geppert and Heinecke. Trustees Kearns and Fitzgerald were absent. Also, present was Andy Fauth, Village Treasurer, Jake Renner, Chief of Police, EMA Coordinator Edd Cockrell, Jr. and Don Carroll, Superintendent of Public Works.

VISITORS 
Mark Schreder, William Manning, and Emma Manning

Edd Cockrell, Jr. reminded everyone that the Food Truck Friday events start this Friday.

Cockrell also mentioned that, according to the news, El Nino is supposed to be bad this year. He wants to start working on plans for the winter with the Public Works Department and the Fire Department.

Trustee Stoops stated that we are supposed to have a mild winter.
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The minutes from the September 8, 2026, Regular Board Meeting were presented to the Board for approval.

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to approve the minutes from the September 8, 2026, Regular Board meeting as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

The minutes from the August 24, 2026, Committee of the Whole Meeting were presented to the Board for approval.

A motion was made by Trustee Heinecke, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to approve the minutes from the August 24, 2026, Committee of the Whole Meeting as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

The minutes from the September 2, 2026, Personnel Committee Meeting were presented to the Board for approval.

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Geppert, to approve the minutes from the September 2, 2026, Personnel Committee Meeting as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.
 
REPORTS AND COMMUNICATION
MAYOR
Mayor Newbold said that he spoke with Chuck Kelly from MedStar Ambulance regarding the two ambulances. He said he has a lot going on but is still interested. 





VILLAGE CLERK
The Clerk had nothing to report.

TREASURER’S TIME
The Treasurer’s August report was presented to the Board.

A motion was made by Trustee Geppert, seconded by Trustee Feder, to accept the Treasurer’s August report as presented. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

POLICE CHIEF
Chief Renner stated that the Dodge Charger is not operable. He took it to Ed Morse Chrysler and was told that the estimated repairs would be $6,500.00, which is more than what the vehicle is worth. Renner stated that the car has 91,000 miles on it. Mayor Newbold said that it did not sound like much for the car to be having these issues.

Renner said that Ed Morse can get a new Dodge Durango for $45,000.00. Feder advised Renner to get a price on a truck since they hold their value longer.

Renner said the department received a donation from JS Service in the amount of $2,500.00 to be used for police equipment. He is also expecting some other donations.

Trustee Feder suggested discussing this further at the next Committee of the Whole meeting.

Chief Renner said he has another applicant for a full-time officer position. The applicant is not certified and would need the police academy. He stated that if the Village sent the applicant to the academy we would get reimbursed 100%. It was noted that the applicant would have to sign a three-year contract with the Village.

SUPERINTENDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND BUILDINGS
Don Carroll noted that they raked the alleys and they are looking good.

He also noted that he had an incident on Friday, September 18th at the campground. He was in the backhoe and backed into a camper. The damage looks minimal, but it is being checked out.

Trustee Feder asked if there was room to add two or three more campsites. He thought they could go where some of the tent sites are. Feder said if our guys cannot do it, we may need to sub it out. Carroll said he would talk to his guys about it. 

Carroll said he would like to put a handicapped campsite there and add a bathroom with a tornado shelter.
 





REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES

STREETS AND ALLEYS
Nothing to report.

FINANCE AND AUDIT
Nothing to report.

WATER AND SEWER
Mayor Newbold said the Village received a bill for the water tower cleaning. It was unclear who was going to pay for this, and he said the bill needs to be paid so it will be added to the next monthly audit.

Don Carroll received a notice from a company called USG Water Solutions to do the water tower inspection. He said the company will do it for free.

A motion was made by Trustee Feder, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to authorize USG Water Solutions to do the water tower inspection at no cost to the Village. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

PERSONNEL
Mayor Newbold stated that the Board does not need to discuss the sick, vacation, and holiday time for the police as he checked with other communities and they are doing it the way we are currently doing it. Trustee Feder said they could still discuss this but do so at the next Committee of the Whole meeting.

The Clerk advised the Board that when they hired Ralph Boden in 2024, they voted to accelerate the time frame for which he would be paid at 100%. He started out at 80% and within six months was moved to 100%. The current policy states a two-year term to reach the top rate. When the Board hired Devin Brown, it was not voted to hire him at the accelerated rate. 

A motion was made by Trustee Feder, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to move Devin Brown’s pay to the accelerated rate of  90% of the base rate after three months of service and then to 100% of the base rate after six months of service. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

PUBLIC PROPERTY AND PARKS
The Clerk noted that Charlotte Main had asked if a dusk to dawn light fixture that the Historical Society purchased would be allowed to replace the light fixture on the outside of the building at the Old Village Hall, above the new bench. Trustee Feder advised you to have Don Carroll check the placement area to see if this is possible.

CEMETERY
Trustee Geppert noted that the roads in the cemetery had been raked and it looks good.



ORDINANCE
Nothing to report.

IMPROVEMENTS AND GRANTS
Trustee Feder noted that he and Trustee Geppert looked at some of the roads that they thought we could use for the IGD grant. The issues on Mari Ln he believes can be fixed by either our guys or subcontracting it out. Mayor Newbold stated that we should not use this for the grant because it would require an engineer and their fees would be more than the cost to do the repairs. Feder and Geppert checked out areas on Clinton St. and Jackson St. They will discuss the project further at the next Committee of the Whole Meeting. 

PUBLIC SAFETY
Nothing to report.

MARINA
Don Carroll said they will see what is going on with the dredging. He will contact the guy in St. Louis who said they will be doing dredging in Fayetteville.

REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES
Nothing to report.

COMMUNICATIONS, PETITIONS, RESOLUTIONS, ORDERS AND ORDINANCES
A resolution has been prepared to amend the wage rate resolution that was passed in May. This resolution amends the pay rate for the Chief of Police.

A motion was made by Trustee Stoops, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to approve RESOLUTION 2026-04, amending the Chief of Police salary. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Mayor Newbold said that Debby Politsch has inquired if the Village still wants to participate in the Tree City USA program. 

A motion was made by Trustee Feder, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to participate in the Tree City USA program. A vote was answered aye by all members present, except for Trustee Geppert, who voted nay.

Mayor Newbold noted that the Board needs to go into executive session to review the executive minutes.

A motion was made by Trustee Geppert, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to enter executive session at 7:10 p.m. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

The meeting returned to regular session at 7:33 p.m.




The Board discussed releasing a portion of executive session minutes.

A motion was made by Trustee Geppert, seconded by Trustee Heinecke, to release a certain selection of executive minutes. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

There being no further business, a motion was made by Trustee Geppert, seconded by Trustee Stoops, to adjourn the meeting at 7:34 p.m. A vote was answered aye by all members present.

     Steve Newbold, Village President

Nancy Ritter, Village Clerk
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